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ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND RESULTS:

This project has resulted in consistent evidence that rain-induced cracking of sweet cherries
can be reduced by the application of 0.5 to 1.0% calcium chioride solutions during rainfall
via overtree sprinklers. Calcium chloride is relatively inexpensive, readily available, and
has tended to provide better results than other "salts” to modify the osmotic potential of
pure rainwater. Sprinkler design, injection methods, and electronic control of the overtree
sprinkler systems vary between orchards, depending on acreage, water availability, efc.
Complete analysis of results is still on-going at the time of proposal submittals; a
comprehensive report will be made available in time for the Cherry Research Review.
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